Recruitment Notice for Youjun Zhang Research Group
Due to work requirements, the Youjun Zhang Research Group at the Institute of Genetics and Developmental Biology, Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), is openly recruiting 1 Associate Researcher/Assistant Researcher (staff position) and 1 Special Research Assistant (Postdoctoral Fellow). 
The research group integrates deep learning algorithms with high-throughput biological experimental techniques, focusing on research in the field of plant synthetic biology, including: deep learning-based optimization of metabolic enzymes and metabolic pathway design; modification of plant metabolic pathways and exploration of carbon/nitrogen fixation mechanisms; and gene engineering and plant cell screening to promote the optimization of natural product synthesis. The group has in-depth collaborations with Prof. Alisdair R. Fernie and Prof. Ralph Bock at the Max Planck Institute of Molecular Plant Physiology. 
Since its establishment in November 2023, the group has received support from national high-level talent programs and other research projects. Research results have been continuously published in top plant science journals such as Nature Metabolism, Nature Food, Nature Plants, Nature Communications, and Molecular Plant. 
For details about the research group, please visit: https://www.youjunzhang.cn/ 
I. Qualifications 
(I) Associate Researcher/Assistant Researcher 
1. Hold a PhD in relevant fields involving wet lab (Botany, Molecular Biology, Biochemistry, Synthetic Biology, or Computational Structural Biology) or dry lab (Computer Science, Mathematics, Artificial Intelligence); possess 2 or more years of postdoctoral or work experience with solid professional qualifications. 
2. Passionate about life science research, possess a high sense of career commitment and responsibility, work proactively and creatively, and possess a spirit of collaboration. 
3. Possess strong Chinese and English writing skills and have published high-level research papers in international mainstream journals as a first or corresponding author. 
4. Able to conduct scientific research independently, including independent wet lab experiments (Botany, Molecular Biology, Biochemistry, Synthetic Biology, or Computational Structural Biology) or dry lab experiments (using deep learning for protein directed evolution, optimization, or redesign). 
5. Possess experimental skills related to molecular biology or knowledge related to artificial intelligence; those who work carefully and meticulously are preferred; those with experience in independently hosting or undertaking research projects are preferred. 
6. Assist the Principal Investigator (PI) in laboratory management and project management. 
(II) Special Research Assistant (Postdoctoral Fellow) 
1. Hold a PhD in relevant fields involving wet lab (Botany, Molecular Biology, Biochemistry, Synthetic Biology, or Computational Structural Biology) or dry lab (Computer Science, Mathematics, Artificial Intelligence). 
2. Passionate about life science research, possess a high sense of career commitment and responsibility, work proactively and creatively, and possess a spirit of collaboration. 
3. Possess strong Chinese and English writing skills and have published high-level research papers in international mainstream journals as a first author. 
4. Able to conduct scientific research independently, including independent wet lab experiments (Botany, Molecular Biology, Biochemistry, Synthetic Biology, or Computational Structural Biology) or dry lab experiments (using deep learning for protein directed evolution, optimization, or redesign). 
5. Possess experimental skills related to molecular biology or knowledge related to artificial intelligence; those who work carefully and meticulously are preferred. 
II. Job Responsibilities 
1. Independently complete scientific research tasks assigned by the group leader or undertake relevant projects. 
2. Assist the group leader or independently apply for scientific research projects; write project application materials, summary reports, and PPTs. 
3. Assist the group leader in guiding graduate students in carrying out research activities. 
4. Complete other tasks assigned by the group leader. 
III. Application Procedure 
Applicants should combine the "Application Form for Research Position" or "Application Form for Special Research Assistant (Postdoc) Position," a CV, research history, representative papers, and contact information for two to three expert references into a single PDF file (Filename: Youjun Zhang Group Associate Researcher or Postdoc Application - Name) and send it to yjzhang@genetics.ac.cn (email subject should be the same as the filename). 
The Institute will review the qualifications of applicants upon receipt of the materials and notify those who pass the preliminary review for an interview. Those who do not pass the qualification review will not be notified separately. This recruitment notice is valid long-term until the positions are filled. 
IV. Compensation and Benefits 
Salary and benefits will be implemented in accordance with the relevant regulations of the Institute of Genetics and Developmental Biology, Chinese Academy of Sciences. Competitive packages are available for outstanding candidates.

